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Section 3 - Land Use Plan

6.	 The County shall consider transportation 
access as a major component of 
commercial and industrial applications in 
order to properly manage vehicle traffic 
from employment, patronage, and the 
shipment of goods and services.

7.	 The County shall require that commercial 
and industrial applications demonstrate 
that they will cause no significant adverse 
impacts on the natural environment, 
including but not limited to, ground and 
surface water, soil quality, air quality, wildlife 
and vegetation. If impacts are expected, the 
application must demonstrate how these 
will be mitigated.

8.	 The County shall consider the broader 
area context and the impact of cumulative 
development  into consideration for all 
commercial and industrial applications.

9.	 The County should support opportunities 
for agro-industrial activities such as the 
processing and/or shipping of agricultural 
products, where appropriate and in 
accordance with the policies of this Plan. 

10.	New commercial or industrial applications 
in the County shall not be approved on 
lands that are proposed for annexation 
unless the lands are so identified in an 
Intermunicipal Development Plan.

11.	The County may consider commercial 
and industrial off-site levies, and / or local 
improvement taxes, to ensure the fair and 
equitable distribution of costs between 
the proponents of all new and future 
development, in designated commercial or 
industrial areas.

12.	Home-based businesses are promoted 
as an economic development opportunity 
that mitigates demand on existing 
infrastructure.

13.	Home-Based Businesses that 
accommodate small, non-intrusive, low 
risk, low intensity developments that can 
be integrated into and are compatible 
with adjacent non-commercial or non-
industrial sites, should be supported. Uses 
that exceed the definition of a Home-
Based Business shall be located within an 
appropriate business area and land use 
district.
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Section 4 - Implementing the Plan

4.6.2   Review and Amendment Policies

1.	 When considering adopting or amending 
a statutory plan (IDP, ASP, ARP), Land 
Use Bylaw, Area Concept Plan (ACP), 
subdivision or development permit 
applications, the County shall review the 
proposal in accordance with the MDP, 
and other relevant policies, plans, and 
legislation.

2.	 The County, in consultation with the 
community, should undertake reviews 
of the MDP every five years to verify that 
its objectives and policies are current, 
effective, and consistent with other County 
policies that may be adopted from time to 
time.

3.	 An annual review shall consider proposed 
amendments that do not require 
substantive changes to this Plan and 
development regulations.

4.	 A five-year review shall consider 
amendments:

•	 that could be considered in the annual 
review as well as those outside the 
scope of the annual review; or

•	 relating to substantive changes to this 
Plan and corresponding regulations.

5.	 The County or a landowner may initiate an 
amendment to the MDP. The County shall 
require the submission of such background 
information as is considered necessary 
to support the amendment. Amendment 
of the MDP shall follow the appropriate 
procedures as outlined in the Municipal 
Government Act.

6.	 The County shall commence the process 
to amend this MDP within six months 
following any annexation of land that 
affects the County.

7.	 Proposed amendments to this Plan shall be 
accompanied by any changes to statutory 
plans, the Land Use Bylaw, and other 
related policies and guidelines so that they 
are consistent with this Plan.

8.	 There are many other documents and 
policies that have been approved by 
Wheatland County, and in some cases 
the Government of Alberta, that apply to 
planning and development in the County. 
While the MDP has been developed to be 
consistent with these, it does not supersede 
provincial policies, legislation or regulations.
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March 21, 2006 – Bylaw 2006-05 (Original) 

August 20, 2019 – Bylaw 2019-11 (Amendment) 

August 15, 2023 – Bylaw 2022-28 (Amendment) 

 


















